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SWALE TRI CLUB 

SAFEGUARDING POLICY 

(V. 07/22) 

Policy Statement 

Swale Tri Club Safeguarding Policy sets out our belief in and commitment to safeguarding and 

protecAng all children and adults at risk involved in triathlon, safeguarding their welfare and 

protecAng them from all forms of abuse and neglect. This is not just our responsibility but that of 

everyone involved in triathlon at all levels to ensure that children can enjoy themselves in a safe and 

non-threatening environment. 

Swale Tri Club considers the safety and wellbeing of children and adults at riskas central to our values. 

All concerns must be acted upon and reported immediately. Where there are concerns and 

disclosures of abuse against children or adults at risk, we will prioriAse the wellbeing of the child or 

adult at risk and act in accordance with all relevant UK legislaAon and guidance. Poor pracAce will be 

taken extremely seriously and viewed as a breach of our safeguarding policy. 

The Swale Tri Club Safeguarding Policy applies to and is mandatory everyone involved in Swale Tri Club 

Failure to comply with this policy will be addressed without delay in line with the club’s disciplinary 

procedures and may ulAmately result in dismissal or exclusion from Swale Tri Club. 

For the purpose of this policy we use the following definiAons: 

a child is defined as anyone under the age of 18 years. 

An adult at risk is an individual aged 18 years and over who (Care Act 2014): 

(a) has needs for care and support (whether or not the local authority is meeAng any of 

those needs) AND; 

(b) is experiencing, or at risk of, abuse or neglect, AND; 
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(c) as a result of those care and support needs are unable to protect themselves from either the risk of, 

or the experience of abuse or neglect. 

Guiding Principles 
Children’s rights guide us in what our responsibiliIes are. 
The following rights are highlighted: 

● Everyone has the right to protecAon from all forms of abuse, neglect or exploitaAon 

● Every child and adult has a right to be treated as an individual 

● Every child and adult has the right to express views on all maXers that affect them 

In order to minimise the risk of abuse, our policy is built on 
the following principles: 

● We have a responsibility to promote the welfare of all children and adults at risk to keep them safe 

and to pracAse in a way that protects them. 

● The welfare of the child and adult at risk is paramount and must be prioriAsed at all Ames. 

● No one should ever experience abuse of any kind 

● Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and everyone must act appropriately, and report concerns. 

Doing nothing is NOT an opAon and all concerns must be reported. All organisaAons and individuals 

involved in triathlon must understand and accept their responsibility to report concerns to the 

appropriate officer. 

● All children and adults at risk, regardless of age, disability, gender reassignment, race, religion or 

belief, sex, or sexual orientaAon have an equal right to be treated with respect and dignity. 

● Everyone should be encouraged to express their views in maXers affecAng them and these views 

must be valued. 

● All allegaAons, suspicions and concerns of poor pracAce, harm or abuse will be taken seriously 

and responded to swi]ly, fairly and appropriately. 

● We recognise the role and responsibiliAes of the statutory agencies in safeguarding children and 

adults at risk and are commiXed to complying with local and naAonal safeguarding procedures. All 
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concerns and disclosures that indicate illegal acAon will be reported to external authoriAes. 

We recognise that: 
● Working in partnership with children and adults at risk, their parents, carers and other agencies is 

essenAal in promoAng children’s welfare 

● Some children and adults at risk are addiAonally vulnerable because of the impact of 

previous experiences, their level of dependency, communicaAon needs or other issues 

● Extra safeguards may be needed to keep children who are addiAonally vulnerable safe from abuse. 

Swale Tri Club will keep children and 
adults at risk safe by: 

● PromoAng and prioriAsing the safety and wellbeing of children and adults at risk. 

● AppoinAng a Club Welfare Officer to provide advice and guidance for safeguarding who has 

completed the relevant Club Welfare Officer Training as defined by BriAsh Triathlon and the Home 

NaAons every three years. 

● Ensuring everyone has posiAve and enjoyable experience in the sport of triathlon in a safe and child 

centred environment whilst at Swale Tri Club. 

● Ensuring everyone is protected from all forms of abuse whilst at Swale Tri Club and in the sport of 

triathlon. 

● PromoAng and prioriAsing the BriAsh Triathlon Safeguarding and ProtecAng Children and Adult at Risk 

Policies and Home NaAons procedures. 

● AdopAng child and adult at risk protecAon and safeguarding best pracAce through our policies, 

procedures and code of conduct for staff and volunteers. 

● Ensuring everyone at Swale Tri Club understands their roles and responsibiliAes in respect of 

Safeguarding and are provided with learning opportuniAes to recognise, idenAfy and respond to signs 

of abuse, neglect and other safeguarding concerns. 

● Ensuring that appropriate acAon is taken in the event of incidents or concerns of abuse and support 

provided to the individual(s) who raise or disclose the concern. 

● Following the Home NaAons safeguarding reporAng procedures and reporAng concerns raised with 

the Home NaAon Lead Safeguarding Officer. 
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● Ensuring that confidenAal, detailed and accurate records of all safeguarding concerns are maintained 

and securely stored. 

● Sharing informaAon about safeguarding and good pracAce. 

● Making sure everyone at Swale Tri Club knows where to go for help or have a concern. 

● Valuing, listening and respecAng children and adults at risk. 

● Requiring club officers, coaches, other staff, members, and volunteers to adopt and abide by this 

policy. 

● Ensuring there is a commitment to review safeguarding pracAce within the club via commiXee 

meeAngs and member involvement. 

● RecruiAng and selecAng staff, coaches, acAvators and volunteers safely, ensuring all necessary checks 

are made 

● Ensuring that all coaches, acAvators, volunteers, staff, club officers working or volunteering with 

children in Regulated AcAvity (as defined in the relevant legislaAon) hold Disclosure and Barring 

Service check (DBS) through BriAsh Triathlon which is renewed every three years. 

● Ensuring that all coaches and acAvators working or volunteering with children or adults at Swale Tri 

Club obtain an appropriate safeguarding training cerAficate as defined by BriAsh Triathlon and the 

Home NaAons. 

Contact Details 
In an emergency, where a child’s or adults welfare is at 

immediate risk of harm call 999 

Club Welfare Officer Name: KATE WILLIAMS Phone/

email: WelfareOfficer@swaletriclub.co.uk 

Triathlon England Lead Safeguarding Officer Name: Linda Haywood 

email: concern@briAshArathlon.org 

Version Control 

mailto:WelfareOfficer@swaletriclub.co.uk
mailto:concern@britishtirathlon.org
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The Swale Tri Club Safeguarding policy will be kept under periodic review but not less than once every three 

years or sooner if there are changes to legislaAon and good pracAce. 

Policy Name: Swale Tri Club Safeguarding Policy

Version: 1.0

Date Last Reviewed: 27/06/2023

Editor: Swale Tri Club

Approved By: Welfare Officer - K.Williams

Date approved 27/06/2023
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